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“SSAHE – Go Green Initiative - Green Graduation” 
 

Organized by 
Sri Siddhartha Academy of Higher Education 

In Collaboration with 
Dept. of Community Medicine 

Sri Siddhartha Medical College, 
Tumkur 

 
On 

 
20th September 2014 

@ 
Medical College Campus, Agalakote, B.H. Road, Tumkur - 572107 

 
 

A Report 
 

“Green Graduation”, is a novel initiative by Sri Siddhartha Academy of 

Higher Education (SSAHE), Tumkur.  For the very first time in the history of 

Medical Education, first year Medical and Dental colleges planted tree 

saplings within a month of their joining the college.  They are expected to 

look after the sapling till their graduation “Green Graduation” course. A 

photograph of the tree will be printed in their Graduation Certificate, as a 

Green Graduate. This initiative is being undertaken by the Academy and will 

be sustained by holding the event on the 3rd Saturday of September, every 

year.  

 
The “SSAHE Go Green Initiative” and “Green Graduation” an innovative idea 

of our beloved Vice-Chancellor, Dr. P. Balakrishna Shetty, of Sri Siddhartha 

Academy of Higher Education (SSAHE) was organized by Sri Siddhartha 

Academy of Higher Education in collaboration with the Department of 

Community Medicine, Sri Siddhartha Medical College (SSMC). 

 

The programme was held in the forecourt of the Café Coffee Day 

premises next to the Library building in SSMC campus and was officially 
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launched by Dr. P. Balakrishna Shetty, Vice-Chancellor of SSAHE. The other 

invitees included the Principals of Sri Siddhartha Dental College and Sri 

Siddhartha Institute of Technology.  

The programme began with a welcome by Dr. Ashok J, Organizing 

Committee member, of all the dignitaries, faculty and students of both the 

Medical and Dental Colleges affiliated to SSAHE. 

 

Next Dr. P. Balakrishna Shetty, Vice-Chancellor of SSAHE, spoke 

about the idea behind the “SSAHE Go Green initiative” and “Green 

Graduation” and encouraged students to actively participate in this activity 

and spread the message of this initiative to others so that this movement 

started in this campus is spread to other constituent colleges and to other 

Universities in India. He mentioned that the photo of the tree sapling with a 

certificate would be issued to each of the students during their graduation, a 

memory they can cherish for the rest of their lives. 

 

Later, Dr. M. K. Veeraiah, Principal Sri Siddhartha Institute of 

Technology (SSIT) spoke on the occasion and told that a similar activity is 

already being planned in the engineering college campus and will be done 

shortly. He thanked the Vice-Chancellor for having initiated such an activity 

and hoped it will be sustained in the years to come. 

 

Next, Prof M.S. Rajanna, Prof, Dept of Community Medicine, SSMC, 

spoke on the occasion and mentioned the various hazards of deforestation 

and the encroachment of animal habitats which is taking place, because of 

the rapid urbanization which is endangering the environment we are 

currently leaving in. 

 

Later Dr. Baratesh J.V, Vice-Principal, Sri Siddhartha Dental college 

(SSDC) spoke and asked all students to participate with enthusiasm and 

expressed hope that this initiative will be able to make a marked difference 

in the campus environment. 
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Next Ms. Rachel, 1st year Medical Undergraduate of SSMC spoke on 

the occasion and talked about the various ways in which we harm the 

environment like use and disposal of plastics and gave suggestions to 

students about how they can bring about a change in their environment for 

the better. She also mentioned that they are very keen to participate in this 

event and hoped that one day she could come back and show her children the 

trees they plant during this activity. 

 

Next Ms. Erica, 1st year Under Graduate from SSDC spoke on the occasion 

and gave an insight into how the environment should be kept for a healthier 

living. 

 

Vice-Chancellor of SSAHE, Dr. P. Balakrishna Shetty, thanked all those who 

helped in organizing this event and said that such activity will be planned 

every year and said that the message will be passed on to other Academic 

Universities so that they also could plan for a “Green Graduation”. 

 

Later Dr. Ashok J, Prof, Dept of Community Medicine, thanked all those who 

had helped to organize this event including Dr. Cheluvegowda, Asst. Prof. of 

Community Medicine who helped in getting the saplings from the forest 

Department and all Post graduates of the Dept of Community Medicine 

especially Dr. Imtiaz who actively participated in organizing this initiative. 

He then requested all the participants to proceed to the garden in front of the 

Para-Clinical block where the planting of tree saplings was to be done. 

 

Next all the students, faculty and dignitaries proceeded to the venue of tree 

planting and began the actual planting of trees of various varieties. The first 

sapling was planted by our Honorable Vice- Chancellor, Dr. P. Balakrishna 

Shetty, which was a Sampige sapling in presence of all the Invitees, faculty 

and students of both Medical and Dental Colleges. 

 



 4

The second sapling was planted by Dr. M. K. Veeraiah, Principal, 

Engineering college, 3rd sapling by Vice-Principal Dental College, 4th sapling 

by Prof. M.S. Rajanna, HOD, Dept of Community Medicine and 5th sapling by 

Dr. Ashok J, Prof, Dept of Community Medicine and 6th sapling by Dr. 

Archana, Dept of Anatomy and Ms. Jyothi, Dept of Community Medicine. 

 

Later all the students of 1st year Medical and Dental students of SSAHE 

planted the saplings together in groups of 4-5 each. A total of over 40 saplings 

were planted by nearly 160 students from both colleges.  

 

All students, invitees and faculty were given Green caps and had come in 

green tops so as to represent the “Green Initiative” taken by SSAHE.  

 

Students were asked to take good care of the saplings planted by them by 

watering them regularly and were also requested to give an annual report of 

the condition of the sapling planted by them to the Academic Society. 

 

All students were very happy to participate in the event and expressed their 

desire to involve themselves in similar such activities in future also. 

 

The event was given publicity by sending a press-note to the newspapers and 

was documented by taking photographs by an official photographer. Mr. 

Ravikumar NSS Co-ordinator and Associate Prof, Dept of IEM, SSIT and Dr. 

C.P. Sateesh, Reader, SSDC helped in coordinating the event. Lunch and soft 

drinks was arranged for all participants after the event was completed. 

  

SSAHE plans to conduct similar such events, at the beginning of each 

Academic year and involve more and more students in such activities. 

 
 
 

                           
                                                                “SSAHE GO GREEN INITIATIVE” 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Balakrishna Shetty, Vice-Chancellor, planting the sampige sapling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Dr. Ashok J, Prof. of Community Medicine planting a sapling 
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Dr. M.S. Rajanna, HOD &  Prof. of Community Medicine 
planting a sapling 
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Dr. M.K. Veeraiah, Principal, SSIT, planting a sapling 
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News Paper Article published in Vijay Karnataka on 21/09/2014 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


